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In response to feedback received from Local Government, in July 2017 WALGA conducted a survey to 
determine the current status of used tyre collection, recycling and disposal. The information gained from 
the survey will be used to advocate to Tyre Stewardship Australia - a product stewardship organisation 
tasked with improving tyre recycling in Australia.  

  

 
 
The survey was completed by 91 respondents from Local Governments or Regional Councils, 29% of 
respondents were from the Metropolitan area and 71% from the Non-metropolitan area.  
 
Local Governments were asked if they accept tyres at their landfills, transfer stations or depots from the 
community or businesses. 66% (of the 83 that answered this question) advised that they accept tyres from 
the community and 67% (of the 67 that answered this question) advised that they accept tyres from 
businesses. 
 
Local Governments were asked what they were doing with the tyres they collect at their sites. Of the 57 

respondents that answered the question, nearly half were recycling, with others respondents indicating 

they were landfilling and stockpiling tyres. Figure 1 shows the full breakdown of the end point for tyres 

collected.  

 

Figure 1. End point for tyres collected at Local Governments sites  
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Of the Local Governments who advised they are recycling tyres, 25 indicated who their recycler was. The 

Tyre Recycles used by these Local Governments are shown in Figure 2.  Tyrecycle, Elan Energy, Giacci 

Recycling and Lomwest are accredited recyclers through Tyre Stewardship Australia. 

 

Figure 2. The tyre recyclers being used by Local Governments 

Local Governments were asked what the most costly part of accepting tyres was.  Of the 54 Local 

Governments that answered the questions, 46% said tyre disposal, 37% the cost of recycling the tyres 

and 17% the cost of transporting tyres to the recycler.  This is shown in Figure 3. 

 

Figure 3. The most costly part of collecting tyres for Local Governments. 
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The 25 Local Governments that use a tyre recycler advised what they were charged by the tyre recycler 

per unit. All costs varied widely between Local Governments, with many indicating that the cost was 

dependent on the tyre size, if the rim was included and the number being recycled at the time. The costs 

indicated for tyre recycling were: 

 Passenger tyres $1.64 - $8.00 per tyre 

 4WD tyres $4.70 - $11.60 per tyre 

 Truck tyres $8.27 - $26.95 per tyre 

 Tractor tyres, depending on the size, $25 - $58.75 per tyre 

 2 Local Governments advised the per tonne weight of recycling. 

Local Governments were asked if they charge a fee for dropping off tyres, with 75% of the 57 that 

answered noting they did. The fees varied between: 

 Passenger tyres $2 - $18 per tyre (sometimes extra with rim) 

 4WD tyres $5.50 - $21 per tyre 

 Truck tyres $10 - $31 per tyre 

 Tractor tyres $17 - $100 per tyre 

 Dump truck tyres over $1000 per tyre 

 Several sites indicated that they charged depending on size, $3 - $500 per tyre 

 One site advised they charged whatever the recycler charges them (cost neutral). 

 

Local Governments were asked if tyres were being illegally dumped in their area. 90 Local Governments 
answered this questions, with 83% of respondents indicating that tyres were being illegally dumped in their 
area.  

Local Governments were also asked about how many tyres were often found in a dump site.  The majority 
(58% of respondents) answered that tyres were dumped in small quantities of 5 or less per site.  14% of 
respondents indicated tyres being found in groups of 6-10 per site.  The breakdown of number of tyres 
dumped at a site is shown in Figure 4.  

 

Figure 4. The amount of tyres normally found in an illegal dumping site. 
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